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Jonathan Chilcote is an assistant professor of history at Florida College, where he 
teaches courses in American history and Western Civilization. He earned his Ph.D. 
at the University of Kentucky, specializing in U.S. foreign relations, transnational 
history, and pandemics. He has won several fellowships and grants, including from 
the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations. His research centers on 
the ways in which global health issues affect American policies and perceptions of 
the world. At the moment, he is working on projects examining the legacy of the 
Spanish Influenza pandemic and the United States’ participation in the League of 
Nations’ public health initiatives.

Ian J. Drake is an associate professor of political science and law at Montclair 
State University in New Jersey. He holds a Ph.D. in American history from the 
University of Maryland and is an attorney who formerly practiced in the areas of 
tort and insurance law. His research interests include American legal and political 
history and the history of animal rights laws and politics in America.

Christopher Holmes currently serves as a contract historian with the Joint History and 
Research Office on the Joint Staff at the Pentagon. He grew up in Massachusetts and 
commissioned into the U.S. Air Force after college ROTC. Before retiring as a colonel, 
his assignments included teaching at Air Command and Staff College, commanding 
both a logistics readiness squadron and a mission support group, and serving on the 
Joint Staff. He earned a bachelor’s degree in history from Tufts University and a Master 
of Arts degree in military history from Norwich University. He also holds master’s 
degrees from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Air Command and Staff College, 
and the Dwight D. Eisenhower School for National Security & Resource Strategy. 

Alan Jaroslovsky graduated from the University of California, Los Angeles in 1970 
and was then commissioned as a naval officer, serving on destroyers for three years, 
including a seven-month combat deployment to Vietnam in 1972. He attended law 
school after release from the service, and was hired as an intern by the Ford White House 
and assigned as a staff attorney to the Presidential Clemency Board. He graduated in 
1977 and practiced law for 10 years until his appointment as a U.S. bankruptcy judge. 
Jaroslovsky retired from the judiciary in 2017 and earned a master’s degree in U.S. history 
from Sonoma State University in 2019.  He currently lives in Santa Rosa, California.
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Benjamin Lyons is a recent graduate of the Ph.D. program in early American 
history at Columbia University, specializing in the legal, diplomatic, and intellectual 
history of the revolutionary era. He has received fellowships from the Huntington 
Library, the Rockefeller Library at Colonial Williamsburg, and the Fred W. Smith 
Library at Mount Vernon, as well as scholarships from, among others, the Colonial 
Dames of America. He has held teaching positions at Columbia University and is 
the author of a forthcoming article in the Journal of the Early Republic on John Jay’s 
role in the negotiation of the Treaty of Paris. He is preparing to write an intellectual 
biography of Jay, establishing his significance to the founding of the United States.

Chandra Manning teaches U.S. history at Georgetown University. A former 
National Park Service Ranger, she has also advised historical sites, museums, 
and community groups. Her first book, What This Cruel War Was Over: Soldiers, 
Slavery, and the Civil War (Knopf, 2007), won the Avery O. Craven Prize awarded 
by the Organization of American Historians and Honorable Mention for the 
Lincoln Prize. Her most recent book, Troubled Refuge: Struggling for Freedom in the 
Civil War (Knopf, 2016) won the Jefferson Davis Prize awarded by the American 
Civil War Museum for best book on the Civil War. Eventually, she intends to write 
something that would qualify for a prize not named for a dead Civil War president. 

Bill Williams served as chief of the Center for Cryptologic History (CCH) at 
the National Security Agency (NSA), Fort Meade, Maryland, from October 2002 
through October 2016, when he retired from government service. He is currently 
serving as a part-time consultant to CCH as a member of NSA’s Standby Active 
Reserves. He was an officer in the United States Air Force for 30 years, primarily as 
an intelligence analyst, and he retired in October 2005 as a colonel. He joined the 
Society for History in the Federal Government after attending SHFG’s Holiday Party 
at the National Archives in 2002, and has been a member ever since. He served on the 
Society’s Executive Council in 2003–2004, and as SHFG’s president in 2007–2008.

Kevin Yuill is associate professor of American history at the University of 
Sunderland, UK. He is author of Richard Nixon and Affirmative Action: The Pursuit 
of Racial Equality in an Era of Limits (2006), Assisted Suicide: The Liberal, Humanist 
Case Against Legalization (2013), and co-author of The Second Amendment and Gun 
Control: Freedom, Fear and the American Constitution (2017). Besides publishing 
a number of journal articles, he has published in The Economist, Spectator, and 
elsewhere. A former Fulbright Scholar, his broad interests are in the relation of the 
citizen to the state and how changes in this relationship manifest themselves in 
20th- and 21st-century American history.


